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Discovery – Lauri Vaska, 1961

Vaska’s Complex

Initial publication describes the 
synthesis and isolation of the complex 
alongside its spectroscopic properties
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Amide Reduction – Nagashima, 2009
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Proposed Mechanism

Lewis basicity of tertiary amides gives rise to chemoselectivity!
Trace amine formation can be detected in some cases.
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Amido Ester Reduction – Huang, 2019
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Interrupted Amide Reduction
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Grignard Addition – Dixon, 2017
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Nitro-Mannich – Dixon, 2015
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Applications In Total Synthesis!
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